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Homicide Research in the 21st Century: The Use of Technology 
and Other Innovative Methods

Welcome Recept ion 
hors d'oeuvres wi l l  be served

Pool  Deck/Firepit  

T U E S D A Y ,  j U N E  4 T H

Keyno t e Speakers

Ms. Jul ie Holt  is  the Publ ic Defender for  Hi l lsborough County.  A l i fe long
resident of  Tampa, she has cont inuously served as the Publ ic Defender s ince

f irst  e lected to off ice in January 1993. As the PD, Ms.  Holt  manages the
largest  cr iminal  defense f i rm in Hi l lsborough County with over 200 staff

members,  including 120 attorneys,  being assigned to represent over 40,000
cases a year.  She has personal ly  part ic ipated with numerous committees,

counci ls ,  and boards focused on issues within the Cr iminal  Just ice System,
including Safe & Sound Hi l lsborough.  She specif ical ly  focuses her pract ice in

the area of  homicide cases.

     Mr.  Freddy Barton is  the Execut ive Director of  Safe & Sound Hi l lsborough,
a mult i -sector ,  mult i -discipl inary col laborat ive aimed at  reducing and

prevent ing violence ut i l iz ing a publ ic health model .  He has launched several
in i t iat ives designed to keep youth safe and posit ively engaged in their

communit ies,  including turning two dormant recreat ion faci l i t ies into thr iv ing
afterschool  and summer programming s i tes,  creat ing programs to help youth
within the juveni le detent ion center and upon reentry,  and establ ishing the

Annual  SafeSummit Violence Prevent ion Conference.   

Is land I I

5:00 - 6:30 PM

Schedule

Homicide Research Working Group 
Annual meeting

6:30 - 8:30 PM

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION INGUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION IN
TAMPA BAYTAMPA BAY

Freddy Barton

Julianne M. Holt



Welcome & Introduct ions
Is land I I

8:30 - 9:30 AM

w e d n e s d a y ,  j U N E  5 T H

Session 1:  Data and Methods I
Chair:  Wendy Ringgenberg      Notes:  Kim Davies

9:30 - 10:45 AM

Session 2:  International  Perspectives
Chair:  Wendell  Wallace         Notes:  Gráinne Perkins

11:00 - 12:15 PM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2024 Annual meeting

Misinformation and missing information regarding school
shoot ing data

“I ’m Not a Ser ia l  Ki l ler” :  Ident i ty management and the ser ia l
homicide offender

Improving data qual i ty and val idat ing data col lect ion
approaches for  homicide invest igat ions using solvabi l i ty

factors:  A comparat ive analysis

James Alan Fox

Karen Holt

Swikar Bhandari*

Firearm homicide:  Is  the “Swiss case” real ly  special?

Femicide-Suicide in Canada,  2010-2023

A comparat ive analysis  of  gun-related homicide trends in two
caribbean jur isdict ions

Nora Markwalder
Simone Walser

Ciara Boyd
Myrna Dawson
Angelika Zecha

Wendell Wallace
Keel County

LUNCH
Sunset Cove Room - 9th Floor

12:15 - 1:15 PM

Practit ioner Panel 1
Chair:  Kathleen Heide          Notes:  

1:15 - 2:30 PM

Addressing Homicide and Human Traff icking through Data-
Driven Approaches

Dr. Shelly Wagers
Kailey Pate Carter

Dr. Joan Reid

BREAK10:45 - 11:00 AM



w e d n e s d a y ,  j U N E  5 T H

4:00 - 5:00 PM

Wrap Up Day One5:00 PM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2024 Annual meeting

Session 3:  Homicide Variations
Chair:  James McCutcheon           Notes:  

2:30 - 3:45 PM

Test ing the inf luence of  racial  and ethnic heterogeneity on
homicide count:  A study of  aggregate lethal  v io lence in three

large U.S.  c i t ies

The Southern culture of  v io lence and mass shoot ings in the
United States

Kayla Toohy
James McCutcheon

Bert Burraston

Antonia La Tosa

Fatal  pol ice shoot ings as a predictor  of  l ine-of-duty pol ice
deaths:  Disentangl ing racial/ethnic var iat ions

Aliu Oladimeji Shodunke

Practit ioner Panel 2
Chair:  Kayla Toohy      Notes:  

Generat ing cooperat ion among cr iminal  just ice agencies and
academic inst i tut ions:  In i t ia l  f indings from a new inst i tute

Criminology Inst i tute for  Research and Training (CIRT)

Brandon Dulisse
Nathan Connealy

Chivon Fitch
Matthew Logan

3:45 - 4:00 PM BREAK



Welcome & Housekeeping
Is land I I

8:15 - 8:30 AM

T h u r s d a y ,  j u n e  6 t h

WORKSHOP8:30 - 9:30 AM

Session 4:  Interpersonal Homicide
Chair:  Li l l ie Macias           Notes:  

9:30 - 10:45 PM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2024 Annual meeting

Using the Nat ional  Violent Death Report ing System (NVDRS)
for Homicide Research

Wendy Ringgenberg

A fatal i ty  review of  Lat ina int imate partner homicides and
qual i tat ive study of  r isk and protect ive factors

Informal  support  networks among Lat inas:  A cultural ly
relevant strategy in addressing int imate partner homicide

Barr iers to help-seeking for  Lat inx v ict ims of  int imate partner
homicide:  A qual i tat ive analysis

R. Lillian Macias 
Alondra D. Garza

Krista Grajo
Vanesa Mercado Diaz

Xavier L. Guadalupe-Diaz

Vanesa Mercado Diaz
Alondra D. Garza
R. Lilliane Macias

Alondra D. Garza
R. Lillian Macias

Vanesa Mercado Diaz
Rasheeda O’Connor

Nancy Nava
Xavier L. Guadalupe-Diaz

BREAK10:45 - 11:00 AM

Session 5:  Grieving Homicide
Chair:  Meagan Abel        Notes:  Kayla Toohy

11:00 - 11:45 PM

More than a heartbeat:  Analyzing the messages left  on The
Pulse Scrol ls

Amaury Rijo Sanchez
Nik Lampe
J. Sumerau

Lin Huff-Corzine

Myriam Tanguay-Sela Diverse paths of  gr ieving:  A latent prof i le  analysis  of
homicide and i l lness bereavement



T H U R S D A Y ,  J U N E  6 t h

3:45 - 4:00 PM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2024 Annual meeting

Tribute to Dr.  Richard Rosenfeld11:45 - 12:00 PM

Finding common ground:  Blending culture and safe s leep
standards to improve infant outcomes

Melissa Bemiller

BREAK

I t  matters not why:  No divorce al lowed dur ing pregnancy
Lin Huff-Corzine

Heidi Corzine
Melissa Bemiller

12:00 - 1:15 PM BUSINESS MEETING 1
Working Lunch

1:15 - 2:30 PM Session 6:  Laws and Typologies
Chair:  Kim Davies       Notes:  Wendy Ringgenberg

Homicide offenders:  An explorat ion of  typologies and
recidiv ism

Raquel V. Oliveira

A cross-nat ional  examinat ion of  the effect  of  c l imate change
on homicide trends

Mateus R. Santos
Michael J. Lynch

Latent c lass analysis  of  death and l i fe in pr ison sentencing in
capital  punishment tr ia ls

Bryanna Fox
John K. Cochran
M. Dwayne Smith
Beth Bjerregaard
Sondra J. Fogel 

Assessing machine capabi l i t ies for  ident i fy ing system
interact ions and int imate partner v io lence circumstances
preceding homicides of  pregnant and postpartum women 

Marguerite B. Lucea
Andrea N. Ramirez

Vijay Singh
Jacquelyn C. Campbell

Vinciya Pandian

2:30 - 3:45 PM Session 7:  Data and Methods I I
Chair:  Gráinne Perkins          Notes:  



HRWG 2024 Awards Session
Notes:  

4:00 - 5:15 PM

T h u r s d a y ,  j u n e  6 t h

Homicide Research Working Group 

Annual meeting

News Coverage of  Mass-Murder in the United States,  2004-
2018

Meagan Abel

Wrap Up Day Two5:15 PM

Richard Block Award for Outstanding Dissertation Research

Christine Rasche Award for Outstanding Masters Student Research

Examining the dist inct ive and shared character ist ics of
transgender homicides relat ive to other homicidal  cases

Alexis Faulkner

Carolyn Rebecca Block Award for Outstanding Contributions by a
Practit ioner to Increased Understanding of Homicide or Lethal

Violence 

Chief ,  Univers i ty of  Southern Maine Pol ice Department;  Vice
President of  Publ ic Safety

Dr. Gráinne Perkins



Welcome & Housekeeping
Is land I I

8:30 - 8:45 AM

F R I D A Y ,  j u n e  7 t h

Session 8:  Technology
Chair:  Jesy Pizarro    Notes:

8:45 - 10:00 AM

Practit ioner Panel 3
Chair:  Kayla Toohy      Notes:   

10:00 - 11:00 AM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2024 Annual meeting

The spat ia l  and temporal  d imensions of  repeat cr iminal  gun
use

Evaluat ing the effect  of  audio gunf ire technology on
community trust  in the pol ice

Stephanie Kent
Rachel Lovell

BREAK11:00 - 11:15 AM

BUSINESS MEETING 211:15 - 12:45 PM

Jonathan Reid
Jennifer Clausen

William King
Yan Zhang

William Wells

The Missing and Traff icked Persons (MTP) Team: A
col laborat ive approach to support ing local  law enforcement

invest igat ions
Michele White Covington

WRAP-UP12:45 PM

Amber Scherer
Kayla Toohy
Jesy Pizarro
Karen Holt

Richard Hough

2024 PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Common Sense in the 21st  Century:  An Explorat ion of  Cr ime
Scene Documentat ion in Major CasesJoe Lopedito



HRWG 2023-2024 COMMITTEES

President -  Mel issa Bemil ler
Vice President  -  Wendy Ringgenberg

Secretary & ASC Coordinat ion Committee
-  Raquel  Ol iv iera

Treasurer -  Amber Scherer
Immediate Past  President  -  Kim Davies
Editor ,  Homicide Studies  -  Jesy Pizarro

Market ing Committee  -  Kat Albrecht
Annual  Program Committee  -  Richard

Hough
Chair ,  Nominat ions & Elect ions  -  Shi la

Hawk
Website Lia ison  -  VACANT

Amber Scherer*
Kayla Toohy
Jesy Pizarro
Karen Holt

Richard Hough

Amber Scherer
Jay Corzine

Dwayne Smith
John Jarvis

Wendy Regoeczi
Candice Batton

Kayla Toohy

Kayla Toohy
Dwayne Smith
Kathleen Heide

Lin Huff-Corzine
Jay Corzine

2024 PROGRAM

*denotes Chair

2024 LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS

SITE SELECTION

Shi la Hawk*
Wendy Ringgenberg

Kathleen Heide

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS

Amber Scherer -  Chair ,  Pract i t ioner
Committee*
Greg Weaver

Michele Covington
Kayla Toohy

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Raquel  Ol iv iera*
Lin Huff-Corzine

ASC COORDINATION

Rachel  Rodriguez Spradley

STUDENT

STEERING



HRWG 2023-2024 COMMITTEES

Wendy Ringgenberg -  Vice President*
Jesy Pizarro -  Editor ,  Homicide Studies

Lin Huff-Corzine
Mil lan AbiNader

Karen Holt
Jonathan Reid
Heidi  Corzine

PUBLICATIONS

Wendy Ringgenberg*
Dick Block

Jay Corzine
Gráinne Perkins
Ashley Mancik

Raquel  Ol iv iera -  Secretary*
Amber Scherer

Mel issa Bemil ler
Michele Covington

Website & Listserv Coordinator -  VACANT

Averi  Fegadel*
Wendy Ringgenberg

Gráinne Perkins
Kat Albrecht

Mi l lan AbiNader

RICHARD BLOCK AWARD

CHRIS RASCHE AWARD

COMMUNICATIONS

Amber Scherer*
Becky Block
Jesy Pizarro

Aver i  Fegadel
Gráinne Perkins
Jackie Campbel l

Ashley Mancik

CAROLYN REBECCA BLOCK
AWARD

Amber Scherer -  Treasurer*
Melissa Bemil ler  -  Co-coordinator*

Kim Davies
Jesy Pizarro
Jay Corzine

Lin Huff-Corzine

MEMBERSHIP

Melissa Bemil ler*
Kat Albrecht

Andrew Burns
Michele Covington

MARKETING

Amber Scherer*
Jesy Pizarro
Shi la Hawk

Gráinne Perkins
Kayla Toohy
Becky Block

Richard Hough
Peter Col l ins

PRACTITIONERS



SAVE THE
DATE MAY 28-30, 2025

H R W G  2 0 2 5  A N N U A L
M E E T I N G

Washington, DC


