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Registrat ion -  Sunset  Cove ,  9  Floorth8:30 - 10:00 AM

T u e s d a y ,  j U N E  1 0 T H

Welcome and Introduct ions  -  Sunset  Cove ,  9  Floorth10:00 - 11:00 AM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

SESSION 2

Chair :  Kay la  Toohy
1:00 - 2:00 PM

SESSION 1

Chair :  Wendy  RInggenberg
11:00 - 12:15 AM

Novel Approaches  in Homicide Research for  the Next  Quarter  Century

LUNCH -  SkyView  Room12:15 - 1:00 PM

How  Much Li fe t ime is  Lost  Due to Homicides?:  A Cross-

Na t ional  Compar ison

Four  T imes  the Risk :  The Deadly  Div ide in Firearms  Homicides
of Women and Gun Laws  in  the Uni ted S ta tes  Be tween 2012

and 2023

Brielle Savage, Rutgers University-

Newark

Chi ld Fa tal i ty  Rev iews

Mateus R. Santos, University of

South Florida

Yunmei Lu, University of SUNY-

Buffalo

Alexander Testa, University of

Texas Health Science Center at

Houston

Melissa Bemiller, Augusta

University

Wendy Ringgenberg, State of

Iowa, Department of

Management, Division of Data,

Planning, and Improvement

Defining Mass  Murder :  Examining the Impac t  of  Homicide
Thresholds  on Inciden t  Class i f ica t ion Us ing NIBRS Da ta

Juan Mei, University of Memphis

James C. McCutcheon, University

of Memphis

Amaia Iratzoqui, University of

Memphis



Clos ing Day  One2:00 PM

T u e s d a y ,  j U N E  1 0 T H

Keynote Speaker  -  Sunset  Cove ,  9  Floor
th5:00 - 6:30 PM

Wal ter  Dunn ,  an indiv idual  w i th a background in incarcera t ion ,  has
establ ished himself  as  an author ,  radio host ,  and advoca te for

cr iminal  just ice reform .  His  exper ience includes  a  per iod of
incarcera t ion in i t ia ted a t  the age of  26,  where he served a 12.5-

year  sen tence for  cr imes  he did no t  commi t .  

Mr .  Dunn 's  narra t ive is  charac ter ized by  a  dist inc t ive turn of
even ts  af ter  he was  arrested for  the f irst  t ime in his  l i fe  on

charges  of  home invas ion ,  fe lony  ba t tery,  aggrava ted assau l t ,
kidnapp ing ,  and la ter  the charge of  a t tempted murder  was  added

by  the sta te prosecutor .

He proac t ively  engaged in self-educa t ion ,  acqu ir ing legal
expert ise and ob taining cert i f ica t ion as  a  law  c lerk dur ing his  t ime

in pr ison ,  u l t ima tely  leading to the overturning of  his  own
sen tence .  

Mr .  Dunn ac t ively  shares  h is  exper ience of  wrongfu l  conv ic t ion on
a na t ional  scale .  He engages  in  extens ive publ ic speaking

engagemen ts ,  address ing audiences  a t  univers i t ies,  conferences,
and summi ts  throughout  the coun try,  con tr ibut ing to the broader

discourse on the need for  just ice reform .

Iowa Violence Preven t ion Dashboard

The Counci l  on Cr iminal  Just ice ’s  Future of  Cr ime Trends
Research

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

Keynote Speaker

Mr. Walter Dunn

Wendy Ringgenberg, State of

Iowa, Department of

Management, Division of Data,

Planning, and Improvement

Ernesto Lopez, Council on Criminal

Justice

5:00 - 6:30 PM Welcome Recept ion -  Pools ide Pat io



w e d n e s d a y ,  j U N E  1 1 T H

10:45 - 11:00 AM

PRACTITIONER PANEL 2 :  The Defense :  Defending Clients

Charged w ith Felony  Murder
11:00 - 12:30 PM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

Welcome Remarks  &  Announcements  -  Sunset  Cove ,  9  Floorth9:00 - 9:15 AM

BREAK

9:15 - 10:45 AM PRACTITIONER PANEL 1 :  The State :  Prosecut ing Felony  Murder

Law  in the U .S .

Honorable Suzy Lopez - State Attorney, 13  Judicial Circuit, Tampath

Ms. Michelle Doherty - Prosecutor, Major Crimes Division, States 

      Attorney’s Office, Tampa

Major Eric DeFelice - Tampa Police Department, Criminal Investigations

Sgt. Mike Blair - Detective, Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office

TBD - Family member of homicide victim

Ms. Julianne Holt - Former Public Defender, 13  Judicial Circuit (Ret. th

      January 2025)

Ms. Dana Herce-Fulgueira - Defense Attorney, Former Public Defender, 

      Tampa

Dr.  Guyora Binder - Distinguished Professor, University of Buffalo, School 

      of Law

Ms. Joanne Scheer - Founder, Felony Murder Elimination Project, 

      California

Mr. Floyd Lafountain - convicted of felony murder as a juvenile

12:30 - 1:15 PM LUNCH -  SkyView  Room



w e d n e s d a y ,  j U N E  1 1 T H

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

Portrai ts  of  Juveni le Homicide Offenders

Kathleen Heide, University of

South Florida

Simone Deegan, Flinders

University

Firearm Carry ing from Adolescence to Adu l thood :  A Mu l t i-
S ta te Analys is  of  Onse t ,  Pers istence ,  and Des istance Among

High-Risk Youth

Sultan Altikriti, Rutgers

University

2:30 - 2:45 PM BREAK

BUSINESS MEETING 12:45 - 3:30 PM

3:30 PM Clos ing Day  Two

Examining the Sever i ty  and Distr ibut ion of  Homicide In jur ies
Rela t ive to Vic t im-Offender  Rela t ionships  in  the U .S .

Lee Topolewski, Schreiner

University

SESSION 5

Chair :  Kim Dav ies
1:15 - 2:30 PM



Welcome Remarks  &  Announcements  -  Sunset  Cove ,  9  Floorth9:00 - 9:15 AM

T h u r s d a y ,  j u n e  1 2 t h

SESSION 6

Chair :  Raquel  V .  Ol iveira
9:15 - 10:30 AM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

A Compar ison of  Bias  Homicides  Across  Vic t im Groups :  New

Findings  from the Bias  Homicide Da tabase (BHDB )

Le thal i ty  Assessmen t  Pro tocol  (LAP )  Tools  and Targe ted

Pa trol

Partners  in  Cr ime (Solv ing ) :  Civ i l ian Support  for  Violen t
Cr ime Invest iga t ions

James C. McCutcheon,

University of Memphis

Amaia Iratzoqui, University

of Memphis

Michele Covington, University

of South Carolina Upstate

Major Steve Lamb, Spartanburg

Police Department

BREAK10:30 - 11:45 AM

SESSION 7

Chair :  Amber  Scherer
10:45 - 12:00 PM

Homicide Research Us ing Cr ime Da ta from the Na t ional
Inciden t-Based Report ing System (NIBRS )

Unvei l ing He terogenei ty  In  Chi ld Murder  by  Vic t im Age

Jeff Gruenewald, University of

Arkansas

Kayla Allison, University of

Arkansas

Erica L. Smith, Bureau of

Justice Statistics

James Hubbell, Bureau of

Justice Statistics

A t ten t ion Gun Violence Researchers !  Mee t  the New  BJS
NIBRS Firearm Vic t imiza t ion Extrac t

Kimberly Martin, Bureau of

Justice Statistics



T H U R S D A Y ,  J U N E  1 2 t h

3:30 PM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

LUNCH -  SkyView  Room12:00 - 1:00 PM

The Impac t  of  Federal  Execut ive Orders  and Pol icy  Changes
on Homicide Research and Preven t ion Efforts

Clos ing Day  Three

App l ied Research and Gran t  Partnerships :  Balancing
Academic and Communi ty  Needs

1:00 - 2:15 PM SESSION 8

2:30 - 3:30 PM BUSINESS MEETING 2

2:15 - 2:30 PM BREAK

Wendy Ringgenberg, State of

Iowa, Department of

Management, Division of Data,

Planning, and Improvement

Amaia Iratzoqui, University

of Memphis

James C. McCutcheon,

University of Memphis



Welcome Remarks  &  Announcements  -  Sunset  Cove ,  9  Floor
th9:00 - 9:15 AM

F R I D A Y ,  j u n e  1 3 t h

HRWG 2025  Awards  Sess ion9:15 - 9:45 AM

SESSION 9

Chair :  Michele Cov ing ton
9:45 - 11:00 AM

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

BREAK11:00 - 11:15 PM

A Decis ion-Tree Analys is  of  S ta tutory  Aggrava t ing Fac tors  in
Cap i tal  Murder  (North Carol ina ,  1977-Presen t )

John K. Cochran, University of

South Florida

Beth Bjerregaard, University of

North Carolina, Charlotte

M. Dwayne Smith, University of

South Florida

Sondra J. Fogel, University of

South Florida

An t isocial  Personal i ty  Disorder  and Recidiv ism Among
Homicide Offenders :  Exp lor ing the Modera t ing Role of

Incarcera t ion Var iables

Jonathan C. Reid, Texas A&M

University

Raquel V. Oliveira, Augusta

University

Jodi Lane, University of Florida

Eric Connolly, Sam Houston

State University

Elizabeth N. Hartsell, Sam

Houston State University

Ex i t  S tra tegy :  Do In tersta tes  and Their  Ex i ts  Shape Cr ime
Pa t terns?

James C. McCutcheon,

University of Memphis

Kayla Toohy, University of

Tampa

Bert Burraston, University of

Memphis



SESSION 10

Chair :  Mel issa Bemil ler
11:15 - 12:00 PM

F R I D A Y ,  j u n e  1 3 t h

Homicide Research Working Group 

2025 Annual meeting

Concluding Remarks12:00 PM

S tar-Crossed and Si lenced :  Celebr i ty  Murders  and
Assass ina t ions

Hasan T. Arslan, Western

Connecticut State University

Megan Wiese, Western

Connecticut State University

Turning to Tarnowsky :  Ear ly  Developmen t  of
In terdiscip l inary  Cr iminological  Though t

Kayla Toohy, University of

Tampa

Lin Huff-Corzine, University of

Central Florida



HRWG 2024-2025 COMMITTEES

Pres iden t  -  Mel issa Bemil ler

Vice Pres iden t  -  Wendy  Ringgenberg

Secre tary  -  Raquel  Ol iv iera

Treasurer  -  Amber  Scherer

Past  Pres iden t  -  Kim Dav ies

Edi tor ,  Homicide S tudies  -  Jesy  P izarro

Marke t ing Coordina tor  -  Wendy

Ringgenberg

Chair ,  Program Commi t tee  -  Amber

Scherer

Chair ,  Local  Arrangemen ts  -  Kay la  Toohy

Chair ,  Nomina t ions  &  E lec t ions  -  Wendy

Ringgenberg

Webs i te Liaison  -  VACANT

Amber  Scherer*
Kay la  Toohy

Amber  Scherer
Kay la  Toohy

Kay la  Toohy*
Dwayne Smi th
Amber  Scherer
James  Alan Fox

2025 PROGRAM

*deno tes  Chair

2025 LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS

SITE SELECTION

Wendy  Ringgenberg
Ka thleen Heide

Lin Hu f f-Corz ine
Shi la Hawk

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS

Amber  Scherer  -  Chair ,  Prac t i t ioner
Commi t tee*
Kay la  Toohy
Ciara Boyd

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

STEERING

Wendy  Ringgenberg -  Vice Pres iden t*

Jesy  P izarro -  Edi tor ,  Homicide S tudies

Lin Hu f f-Corz ine

Dwayne Smi th

Wendal l  Wal lace

Li l l ie  Macias

Jona thon Reid

Karen Hol t

Mil lan AbiNader

Ma teus  Rennos  San tos

Alondra Garza

John Cochran

Lee Topolewski

PUBLICATIONS



HRWG 2023-2024 COMMITTEES

Wendy  Ringgenberg*
Dick Block

Jay  Corz ine
Gráinne Perkins

John Cochran

Raquel  Ol iv iera -  Secre tary*
Kim Dav ies
Ciara Boyd

Michele Cov ing ton
Megan Abel

Webs i te &  L istserv  Coordina tor  -  VACANT

Lin Hu f f-Corz ine*
Gráinne Perkins
Ka thleen Heide
John Cochran
Karen Parker

RICHARD BLOCK AWARD

CHRIS RASCHE AWARD

COMMUNICATIONS

Amber  Scherer*
Becky  Block

Gráinne Perkins
Ka thleen Heide

Jackie Campbel l
John Cochran
Karen Parker

Wendy  Regoecz i

CAROLYN REBECCA BLOCK

AWARD

Amber  Scherer  -  Treasurer*
Melissa Bemil ler  -  Co-coordina tor*

Wendy  Ringgenberg
Jay  Corz ine

Lin Hu f f-Corz ine
Kay la  Toohy

MEMBERSHIP

Wendy  Ringgenberg*
Jay  Corz ine

Michele Cov ing ton
James  McCutcheon

MARKETING

Amber  Scherer*
Gráinne Perkins

Kay la  Toohy
Becky  Block

Richard Hough
Li l l ie  Macias

Be thany  Mims-Bel l ies

PRACTITIONERS

Ciara Boyd*
Cai t l in  Long

Lee Topolewski

STUDENT



DATE

SAVE THE
MAY 27-29, 2025

H R W G  2 0 2 6  A N N U A L
M E E T I N G

Phoenix, AZ


